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Commission No, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

July 23, 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President ®s Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.- E. 
Ytaskington, D 0 C. 

Dear Mr . Rankin : • . 


Reference is made to your letter -dated May 20, 

1964, and several discussions held between Mr.. Howard Villens 
of your staff and Inspector James R. Halley of- this Bureau. 


This will ■ confirm -the discussions held between 
Hr. Villens and Inspector; .Halley in - which it was agreed 
there is no necessity for ranking available to the Commi-ss; 
for permanent record the reports from our Dallas Office f< 
the year 1963 which pertain to persons believed. active in 
the Communist Party or the Socialist Workers Party. Eega 
your request concerning the : John Birch Society and ’Tiinut 
tnis is to advise this Bureau did not conduct any investig 
of those organizations or its members in the State of Ten a 
during 1963. 
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This completes the data requested by your 
referenced letter. 


Sincerely yours. 
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With all the many threats from extremists of the right extreme, including members of 
the John Birch Society and the Minutemen, Hoover saw to it that his "Bureau did not 
conduct any investigations of those organizations or its (sic) members". When threats 
against the assassinated President had been attributed to them and Hoover was in 
charge of the investigation of that assassination, what could be more logical? Those 
not connected with threats against the President, "persons believed active in the 
Communist" and "Socialist Workers Party"? Hoover had conducted investigations of 
them - and sat on his files. Thus, Hoover maintains a firm political base in the 
Right, the right extreme proliferates, and the "National Security" is preserved. 



